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Abstract

Today, the discussion of "religious system-building" has been widely raised in scholarly and
academic circles. The discussion of religious system-building has various and extensive dimensions.
One of the dimensions of this discussion is the philosophical and foundational dimension. The
present writing seeks to examine an important question concerning the “philosophy of religious
system-building.” The main question of this writing is: From the perspective of Imam Khomeini
(may God have mercy upon him) and Imam Khamenei (may God prolong his sublime shadow),
what role does "political wisdom" play in establishing the theoretical foundation of religious system-
building? The method employed in this research is the "documentary” method. Based on referring
to primary religious texts as well as the works and sources of His Eminence Imam Khomeini (may
God have mercy upon him) and Imam Khamenei (may God prolong his sublime shadow), the
following results are obtained: (1) Rationality is a perceptual faculty in the human being. (2)
Rationality dictates that, for the preservation of human social life, the formation of government is
necessary. (3) Based on rational perception, preserving the government and confronting its
challenges is a necessary and essential matter. (4) Based on the outlook of His Eminence Imam
Khomeini (may God have mercy upon him) and Imam Khamenei (may God prolong his sublime
shadow), this rational judgment has been endorsed by Islamic Sharia. (5) Given that the
aforementioned judgment is not bound or conditioned by any condition or restriction, one can refer
to the aforementioned rational judgment, which is considered to arise from political wisdom, as an
absolute and primary judgment. (6) Accordingly, any judgment in Islamic Sharia will be
"subordinate” to and "governed" by the aforementioned judgment, and in the deduction and
extraction of any Sharia ruling, it is necessary to pay attention to the issue of preserving the Islamic
system. (7) Furthermore, it is necessary to research and investigate the challenges that threaten the
existence of the Islamic government and to formulate and organize solutions for confronting these
challenges. (8) One of the best instruments that can be effective in consolidating the Islamic
government is "religious system-building." What is meant by religious system-building is the
presentation of a codified and comprehensive program for the administration of the social affairs of
the Islamic society. (9) This religious system-building covers all dimensions and aspects of Islamic
governance. (10) Given that any system-building must be organized based on the principle of
"compatibility" among its components, on the basis of religious system-building the ground for the
emergence of incompatibility and conflict among the different sides of Islamic governance will be
eliminated.
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