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Abstract

Thomas Hobbes’s political thought is frequently characterized as a paradigm of
radical secularism and pure materialism; however, this study aims to analyze the
indissoluble link between theological foundations and political structure within
Hobbesian thought. It seeks to address how theology functions as a primary nexus
in connecting anthropology to absolute sovereignty. The research methodology
employs qualitative content analysis with a descriptive-analytical approach, based
on an examination of primary texts (notably Leviathan). The findings indicate that
by relying on ‘the limitations of human perception’ and the ‘psychology of fear,’
Hobbes utilizes theology not as an incidental element, but as a framework for
managing the ontological insecurity of humanity in the state of nature (which
represents the fallen state). By reinterpreting the concepts of the ‘divine covenant’
and ‘messianic mission,” he transfers the model of absolute submission from the
sacred realm to the political realm. By establishing the sovereign as the
‘representative of God,” he transforms obedience to absolute authority into a
theological obligation and an eschatological necessity for salvation. The conclusion
of this research demonstrates that Hobbes’s political system would suffer a logical
collapse without its theological underpinnings; for the Leviathan, acting as a
‘secular savior,” can only establish enduring order by integrating the ultimate
authority of interpreting religion and law into a unified structure.
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