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Abstract

Contrary to secular thought, which emphasizes the separation of religion and faith
from the realm of politics and governance, on the basis of Islamic system-building
and in the view of Islamic thinkers such as Ayatollah Khamenei, "monotheistic"
religion and faith and politics and governance are two sides of the same coin of
truth and are inseparable. Monotheism and faith in it provide the spirit, direction,
and legitimacy of politics, and politics is the arena for the expansion of monotheism
and the operationalization of monotheistic faith at the macro level of society. This
reciprocal relationship reaches its zenith in the concept of "wilayah" (guardianship),
which signifies both political leadership and spiritual authority and custodianship.
In this state, politics is considered among the highest forms of worship, and
monotheistic faith, without attention to the destiny of society and the realization of
justice, is deemed incomplete. "Monotheism" is the theoretical and legitimizing
foundation of politics, the source of morality and the values governing politics, and
the ground for the performance of good deeds in the political arena; and in turn,
politics is the arena for the realization, manifestation, elevation, propagation, and
promotion of monotheism and faith in it. This research, employing the method of
interpretive analysis, seeks to investigate the characteristics of monotheistic politics
and its distinction from secular politics, with emphasis on the views of Ayatollah
Khamenei. The distinction in concept, nature, foundations, goals, strategic
principles, and applied principles constitutes the most significant distinction
between these two types of politics.

Keywords: Monotheism, Islamic system-building, secular politics, monotheistic
politics, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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